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Pride and entitlement are dangerous traits that can profoundly negatively
impact an individual's life. They can lead to destructive behavior, strained
relationships, and stunted personal growth. The Bible identifies pride and
entitlement as sins, and their consequences are made clear through various
narratives and teachings. This article will comprehensively discuss the dangers of
pride and entitlement, including real-life examples, supporting Bible scripture, and
five current life lessons learned.

Firstly, pride can be defined as an exaggerated sense of one's importance or
achievements, leading to an arrogant attitude towards others. Proverbs 11:2 says,
"When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom." This
verse highlights the destructive consequences of pride, which can lead to a
downfall, as stated in the second part of the verse. A notable example of this is the
story of Nebuchadnezzar in the Book of Daniel. Despite being a powerful king, his
pride led him to boast about his accomplishments, and he was ultimately humbled
by God and driven away from his kingdom. This story serves as a cautionary tale,
warning against the dangers of pride and its potential to lead to one's downfall.

Entitlement, however, refers to a mindset where an individual believes they
inherently deserve special treatment or privileges. It often stems from a belief that
one is better than others, leading to a sense of superiority. In the parable of the
Pharisee and the tax collector, Jesus tells the story of a Pharisee who displayed a
sense of entitlement, looking down on the tax collector and thanking God for not
being like him. This attitude was not pleasing to God, and Jesus concludes the
parable by saying, "For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted" (Luke 18:14). This scripture teaches us
that the attitude of entitlement is not only harmful to oneself but also displeasing to
God.

Today, we see many examples of pride and entitlement, especially on social
media platforms. People often create false self-importance by showcasing material
possessions, achievements, or relationships. This can lead to feelings of superiority
and arrogance, causing rifts between individuals and damaging relationships.
Additionally, entitlement can manifest in demanding special treatment or ignoring



the needs of others. These behaviors can be detrimental, as they prevent individuals
from developing genuine connections and empathy toward others.

From a Christian perspective, pride and entitlement are not only sins but also
hinder our spiritual growth. In James 4:6, it is written, "But He gives us more
grace. That is why Scripture says: 'God opposes the proud but shows favor to the
humble."" This verse reminds us that God detests pride and blesses those who
humble themselves before Him. Therefore, to grow spiritually and build a strong
relationship with God, one must strive to humble themselves and rid themselves of
pride and entitlement.

Finally, here are five current life lessons we can learn from the dangers of
pride and entitlement, with supporting Bible scriptures and explanations:

1. Humility leads to wisdom: As stated in Proverbs 11:2, humility leads to
wisdom. When we are humble, we are open to learning and growing, while pride
closes our minds and hinders our personal growth.

2. True greatness comes from serving others: In Mark 10:43-45, Jesus
says, "Whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant." This verse
teaches us that true greatness comes from serving others, not seeking recognition
or exaltation.

3. Gratitude over entitlement: In everything we have, it is essential to be
grateful instead of feeling entitled. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, "Give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."

4. The danger of comparison: When we compare ourselves with others, we
fall into the trap of pride and entitlement. Philippians 2:3 says, "Do nothing out of
selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility, value others above
yourselves." Instead of comparing ourselves to others, we must focus on being the
best version of ourselves.

5. Seek God's approval, not man's: Seeking validation and acceptance
from others can lead to pride and entitlement. Galatians 1:10 says, "Am [ now
trying to win the approval of human beings or of God? Or am I trying to please
people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ."
We must strive to please God and not fall into the trap of seeking validation from
others.



Pride and entitlement are dangerous traits that can have severe consequences
in our lives. As Christians, we must strive to humble ourselves before God and
others, be grateful, serve others, and seek God's approval above all else. These life
lessons are applicable not only to our spiritual growth but also have practical
applications in our everyday lives. Let us learn from the warnings and teachings in
the Bible and strive to live with humility, avoiding the dangers of pride and
entitlement.



